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The Philadelphia experience

Mark Finnegan spent 2003 at Longwood Gardens, Philadelphia, as
part of his internship programme. He offers a practical guide for
young horticulturists who are applying for similar internships, and

reports on the displays, plants of interest, history, research and
educational programmes that Longwood provides.

gss than an hour from downtown
Philadelphia, in the Mid-Atlantic region
of the US is a 405ha estate called
Longweood Gardens. The gardens attract
over 900,000 visitors each year. People come
to witness colourful displays and pick up ideas
for the home garden, At present Longwood
Gardens has 120ha of display gardens and 20
indoor gardens which include the Silver
Garden, Cascade Garden, Mediterranean
Garden, Orchid Display and Acacla Passage.

The gardens also have one of the largest
conservatories in the world, giving them an
edge over others as it can display masses of
flowering plants even in the depths of winter
It is interesting to note that Longwood's peak
visitor-season is winter, when other gardens
are closed. The Christmas display has made
Longwood a ‘must see’ garden,

Longwood Gardens s financed through
admission fees and interest from the Pierre
DuPont Trust. Since Mr DuPonts death in
1954 management of the garden is the
responsibility of a director woarking with the
Board of Trustees. Longwood Gardens is a
non-profit  organisation employing 200
pecple with the assistance of 200 volunteess

Industrialist Pierre 5 DuPont grew up in

Mark visited Mount Cuba, Delaware. on one of the
weekly field s rum by the intern programme.
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Irish heritage service). Sinc

has worked as a horticulturist at the
Roval Botanic Gardens Melbourne,
Australia, specialising in tropical

plants. In 2003 he completed a one-

vear internship programme at
Longwood Gardens, Philadelphia,
through the Ohio State University’s
(OSU Mmternational Intern

Programme.

Masses of spring fowenrg Gulbs on the Fower
Garden Walk

nearby Delaware, In 1906 he decided to
purchase a country property as a retreat from
his professional life as charman of the
General Motors Company and the DuPont
Company,

Preserving specimens

DuPont decided to preserve the old specimen
trees planted there in the 1700s by the Pierce
brothers who purchased the land from
Williarm Penn. Then work began on a Flower
Walk near the house,

By 1920 work began on the construction of
the conservatory. This was an ambitious
project due to the scale and cost. It is estim-
ated DuPont spent over $100,000 dollars
completing the constriction. The construction
also provided valuable employment to local
people.

One of the aims of building such a large
conservatory was to grow fruit crops out of
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‘Mum” Fest dsplay in the Main Consenvatory

and amaryllis are grown in Longwood's
production houses to a precsely scheduled
timetable. Planning starts years in advance
with design teams choosing plants and colour
schemes and formulating the plans. Even on
the cold nights of a Pennsybvanian winter it is
truly worth seeing the outldoor Chrstmas
lights and colourful indoor displays

Horticultural education

Longwood is deeply involved and committed
to providing guality horticultural education
Several adult education programmes are on
offer ranging from continuing education
courses 1o a Graduate Degree Programme

The continuing education courses on offer
include garden design, floral arangement
and botanical art. A series of courses offered
in ornamental horticulture include  botany,
gvergreens, deciduous trees and shrubs,
annuals and groundcovers. These courses are
offered part-time during both the day and
evening. If successfully completed the student
is awarded a certificate by Longwood
Gardens. The series takes two years o
complete, Many people on these courses are
home gardeners, landscapers or people
wishing to change careers.

Another option availlable to people who
wish to gain experience at Longwood is the
Professional Gardener Training Programme
This two=year full-time course offers students
a mix of classroom and practical based
learning experiences. Candidates from all over
the US are interviewed for these highly sought
after places. The students are provided with
free educational courses, free housing and

SFRING 2004

credits for wniversity. Graduating students
take up positions within the horticultural
industry as estate gardeners, nursery growers
or landscapers

Also, a post-graduate Masters Degree
Programme & held in conjunction with the
University of Delaware, This spedalises in
pubhc horticultural management and usually
lakes two years to complete. The six places on
offer each year come with generous funding.
Many management positions in major public
garders in the US are filled with graduates
from the Longwood Graduate Programme

The Internship Programme at |_r_|.-|1___|-.-.n-:_1r]d
probably has the best variety of any public
garden. Internships are offered in arboricul
ture, greenhouse production, indoor display,
outdoor display, sportsturd, integrated pest
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management, curatonal, wvisitor education,
performing arts and research, Internships can
range from thiee months to a year New
graduates take up internships to gain hands-
on experience in their chosen area of study.
The intern programme caters for over B0
people each year

The International Gardener Programme
takes two people twice a yvear from overseas
This programme offers young horticultursts
from overseas a chance to expenence an
American garden for one year. Candidates
from countries including Canada, Chile,
Cameroaon, Croatia, Scotland, Korea and New
Zealand have taken part in this programme
recently

Another option for young  horticulturists

Harvest Festrval purmpskan display
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from overseas to expenence American public
gardens 15 to apply through the Ohio State
University (OSU) International Intern Pro-
gramme. This highly organised and profess-
ional programme helps young people find the
right internship for them in horticulture,
greenkeeping or agriculture.

Many botanic and public gardens do not
have the financial support to carry out plant
hunting expeditions. However, Longwood's
well-organised programme has produced
many new varieties. Longwood's main aim s
to find new plants that have potential as
display plants. This would include plants that
have a longer flowering period, an unusual
colour or are cold hardy.

Once potential plants are sourced they are
brought back to Longwood. Here the research
tearn grows them on and their suitability is
assessed. Mew varieties introduced by
Longwood include Victoria 'Longwood
Hybrid’, Caryopteris ‘Longwood Blue’ and
several varieties of canna and camellia. New
Guinea Impatiens were first introduced

through Longwood's breeding programme
In the past few years Longwoad's curator has
visited China, Chile, Tibet and Georgia
searching for new plants.

Other research programmes include the
conservation of rare and threatened plants,
Longwood has many fine specimens of rare
palms and cycads on display in their
conservatories. One of these includes a
mature specimen of the cycad Encephalartos
woodii from South Africa. It is believed that
only 500 of these plants exist in cultivation.
Al of these came from a single specimen
found in the wild in 1895, A programme Is
underway to propagate this plant in order to
ensure its survival

The restoration of the East Conservatory and
Ballroom was started in January 2003. These
buildings date back 1o the early 19205 and
were beginning to decline. After much
discussion and debate a new design was
produced 'in house'. This project will feature
an interactive children’s garden with mock
ruins, fun water displays and Jots of activities
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for children. The main area of the East
Conservatory will be filled with poals, a canal,
flowering plant display beds and indoor
rooms. One of these rooms will feature a
selection of bamboos. Large specimen exotic
trees and citrus fruit trees will also form part
of the display. The renovation completion
date i late 2005.0

Contact details: If you require further
information visit Longwood's website at
www.longwoodgardens.org or call (001}
610 388 1000.

For more information on horticulturalf
agricultural internships in the US contact:
Michael Chrisman, Director,

The Ohio State University's International
Intern Programme,

Suite 360, 700 Ackerman Road,
Columbus, Ohio 43202-1559,

United States.

Tel: (001) 614-292-7720/614-688-5653




